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aeseerta Peace 


When Jesus on that first Easter evening greeted 
His disciples with "Peace be unto you", very much 
lay in His words, for Jesus actually brought them 
and gave them peace. 


Perhaps most people today think of peace as mean- 
ing absence of war among nations. For this peace 
we often pray since God alone can lead nations to 
keep peace. "I will give peace in the land", Lev. 
26:6. 


Peace with God 


But through Jesus, who died on the cross for the 
sins of the world, there is a greater peace. Sin 
brought enmity between God and man, but Christ 
brought peace. "We have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ", Romans 5:1. Christ has atoned — 
for all sin and in Him God loves us. 


Peace Within 


Our peace of mind is often disturbed by anxiety, 
fear, trouble. Seme people resort to tranquillizers 
or alcohol. But the best way to peace is firm faith 
in Jesus, the confidence that all is well between — 
us and our God. "I will lay me down in peace and 
sleep, for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety", Psalm 4:9. 


Peace with Others 


Those who have peace with God also live at peace 
with others, Knowing that God has forgiven their 
sins, they readily forgive, do not hold a grudge. 


And when a Christian dies, he departs in peace. 
He is ready, has no fear of death. He knows where 
he is going. He says with Simeon: "Lord, now let- 
test Thou Thy servant depart in peace ... for mine 

eyes have seen Thy salvation", Luke 2:29-30. 


(Adapted from the Lutheran Witness) 


FOR YOUNG MEN 


The New Year is a crossroads. For most of us which 
road we will take has already been decided. But 
for some of you young men there is a choice. How 
you choose may well determine the whole journey 
and give the answer to what you mean to say and to 
achieve with your life. 


There is a path that leads through Cambridge, a 
path of vigorous training for spending your life 
in the service of Christ. Does He mean so much to 
you that you would want to do that for Him? Only 
you can answer that question. Are you equipped for 
such an enterprise? Others can best advise you 
about that — your parents, pastors and teachers. 
Money is needed, too, but the church has said that 
the lack of it need not stop any qualified young 
man from taking this path. Many years of hard study 
are necessary. You will not be very useful to 
Christ and people if you do not know Him and His 
Word and about people and the world they live in. 
This means a very good education, the very best. 
You will be expected to take a Cambridge degree. 
You will probably study for a year at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, America. 


When your training is completed, you will be called 
to be a pastor. You won't make a lot of money, but 
there will always be enough. Success in this call- 
ing is not measured in salary, but in what you 
build of Christ into people. That is a thrilling 
thing to see, and we by no means see it all. Jesus 
does, and it is first of all for Him that we do 
this job. He is a good boss to work for. 


If you have half an inclination, or would just like 
to know more about all the possibilities, talk it 
over with your parents and pastor. Pray about it, 
too. A pastor is not a better man than a mechanic, 
but he is doing a job that lasts for good, Our 
lives are not a very big thing, but we have only 
one, and that one should count. Itmust count what- 
ever path you take, ‘but on the face of it, it is 
likely to count for more when dedicated to Christ. 
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My Faith at Work 
by 
A SENIOR ELDER 


GEORGE GUTBROD 


Retired Master Baker 
Elder at Luther-Tyndalc 
for 44 Years 


The thoughts of a man over eighty yearsof age are 
often in the past. It is with gratitude for the 
protecting and guiding hand of our heavenly Father 
that I look back over my life. 


I came to this country over sixty years ago. I 
left my home, a little village inthe German Alps, 
at eighteen and lived in Switzerland for three 
years. An urge for more adventure brought me to 
England in 1899, 


Early Beginnings 


It was a young friend frommy home village who led 
me te our church. I remember) well those early be- 
ginnings of our church in a small hall in Stanhope 
Street. The members earned little and worked long 
hours, yet as I look back I feel that there was a 
closer unity and the church was areal part of the 
lives of those first members. 


Sunday afternoon was the highlight of our week. 
At 3 o'clock we would meet with the pastor to read 
and discuss God's Word. Pastor Schulze was only a 
young man himself, but he was areal father to the 
young immigrants who gathered around him. How we 
enjoyed those discussions of Biblical teaching! 
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Nine Months Without a Pastor 


I remember a period just after the First War when 
for about nine months our two congregations at 
Kentish Town and Tottenham were without a pastor. 
But the work of our church did not stop: members 
themselves conducted reading services and Sunday 
School. 


How would we fare today in similar circumstances ? 
Lively Voters' Meetings 


I recall many very lively and even heated voters! 
meetings. This was because members had avery real 
concern for the work of the church, a deep sense 
of responsibility. 


How is it in our voters! meetings today? 


Sewer e ue, 
ee ee ee 


But you must forgive me, an old man looking back. 


A Long Way 


We have come a long way since that little hall in 
Stanhope Street. Ged has given us the opportunity 
and the means to branch out In various directions. 
Through the years we have had faithful ministers 
who Sunday by Sumday have proclaimed to us His 
saving Word. We have been showered with so many 
blessings. 


Taking Blessings for Granted 


Today we take so much for granted and so easily 
forget the Giver, and the responsibility and the 
privilege of serving God with our time and with 
all that we are and have. 


The Future 


Looking to the future of our church in England, 
let us remember that we all have a part to play 
and let us give God the service not only of our 
lips but also of our hands. 
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BOREHAMWOOD The organization of the sixth ELCE 
congregation brought one step nearer 
by the Confirmation of four adults on Sunday, 15 
December ... after the service, new members wel- 
comed by Mr, A, Jeynes and presented with Lutheran 
Hymnal, Lutheran Book of Prayer and Lutheran Hour 
eross ... church Christmas social on 2 January. 


SUNDERLAND 150 new contacts through Film Week, 

26 - 30 October ... annual Ladies’ 
Guild "Family Night” programme attended by twelve 
ladies from Grindon ... Grindon Mission and St. 
Timethys to have joint carol service at St. Tin— 
othys on Christmas Eve, joint vespers at Grindon 
on New Year's Eve ... Bible Class studying "Brief 
Statement", short doctrinal statement of Lutheran 
Church -— Missouri Synod. 


PETTS WOOD Mrs. E, Barker represents Christ 

Lutheran Church Ladies' Guild at an 
afternoon function given by the Lady Chairman of 
Orpington District Council ... Mr. Mervin Kelly 
elected as Chairman of congregational Education 
Committee ... Children's Christmas Eve Service to 
feature solo by boy soprano accompanied by two 
Elizabethan wood-wind instruments ("recorders" 
today) ... sehool examinations cut down youth 
elub attendance. 


CAMBRIDGE Anew place of worship has been 

secured for the winter months: the 
Chapel End Mission, not as large or as beautiful 
as l4th-century St. Michaels, but warm and cozy... 
Visitation of Pastor B, L. Danner, globe—trotting 
shepherd (his parish extends from Istanbul to 
Oslo) of American Lutheran servicemen stationed 
in Europe and North Africa, permits Pastor Blank 
te arrange more regular services at USAF bases in 
the Cambridge area: besides Lakenheath, regular 
monthly services at Sculthorpe and Woodbridge ... 
four baptisms during November. 
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TOTTENHAM Three Sunday evening "Film Services" 
(combination of film showing and 
church service ) in October and November doubled 
average evening service attendance ... Saturday 
evening youth club under leadership of Mr. Martin 
having regular Table Tennis matches with other 
Tottenham clubs ... rising youth club attendance 
may necessitate larger quarters, possibly in local 
school .., Bible Class saw filmstrip of Missouri 
Synod San Francisco Convention and heard discussion 
on ELCE work ... Film "The Great Mr, Handel" to be 
shown New Year's Eve prior to ll p.m. service. 


BROMLEY Church attendance improves in new 
hall ... Pastor and Mrs. Sims meet 

the Mayor of Lewisham at a civic function . 

children's Christmas party early in January. 


GRINDON Ladies' Guild donates electric "damp 
disperser" for organ ... substantial 
increase in youth attendance at church services ... 
Ladies' Guild and Youth Club producing play for 2 
January combined Grindon — St. Timothys social. 


HARLOW "Standing room only at the first 

Harlow lutheran church service at 
Bush Fair ..." was the opening sentence in the 
Harlow Citizen report of Friday, 11 December ... 
the ELCE's twelfth station ~ the tenth of its Ex- 
pansion Programme ~ began on 15 November with the 
showing of "Martin Luther" in the prefabricated 
hall whick will be used until the permanent church 
is completed ... in the "Film Festival Fortnight" 
which followed, there was a_ total attendance of 
545, 392 of whom were Harlow people ... two special 
children's showings attracted a total 96 children 
... on 29 November, the first Lutheran Sunday School 
in Harlow was conducted for 22 youngsters, and at 
6.30 the same evening, 62 people joined in the first 
Lutheran worship ... the Lord's promised holds true 
"My Word ... shall not return unto me void". 


POLISH LUTHERANS IN BRITAIN DRAW CLOSER TO E.L.C.E. 
Times 19 December Report 


"The Polish Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile, 
which since 1955 has been associated with the Luth- 
eran World Federation, is to sever relationships 
with that body from 1 January and become more 
closely associated with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England. 


"Within the Church there are differing attitudes 
on such matters as the interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, and the change that is now to be brought 
about will mean that the Church in exile will re- 
ceive its subsidy from achurch which takes exactly 
the same view on Scriptural authority as the Polish 
Lutheran Church has’ always done". 


Press Conference 


Bishop Wladislaw Fierla of the Polish Church made 
the announcement at aPress Conference held at the 
ELCE headquarters at 42 Museum Street, London, on 
18 December. Among the newspapers represented were 


the Daily Mail, Daily Express, Daily Mirror, Daily 
Herald, the Times and a Swedish Press Syndicate. 


The conference was arranged to enable ELCE pastors 
in the London area and the national Press to meet 
Bishop Karol Kotula of Warsaw, former Primate of 
the Lutheran Church in Poland,and Senior Michejde.. 


The occasion for this visitof Lutheran leaders from 
behind the iron curtain was the celebration of the 
25th Anniversary of the Ordination of Bishop Fierla 
held at Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church in London 
on 20 December. Bishop Kotula brought greetings 
from the present Bishop A, Wantula, elected last 
May, and formally pronounced the Benediction upon 
Bishop Fierla and the Polish Church in Exile. 


The step taken by the Polish Lutheran Church in 
Exile does not mean amalgamation with the ELCE 

but that from 1 January they will receive needed 
financial help from the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod with whom the ELCE is closely affiliated. 
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GRINDON PROJECT THREATENED BY MINING 


Plans for the £20,000 church-parsonage at Grindon 
for which tenders have just been received, may have 
to be postponed, according to a letter from the 
Assistant Divisional Chief Surveyor of the National 
Coal Board. "We cannot recommend that the above- 
mentioned development should take place at the pre- 
sent time", the letter stated. Mining operations 
under the site would "affect the stability of the 
site for the next two or three years". The ELCE 
Executive Council will deal with this unexpected 
development in their meeting on 4 January. 


VANCOUVER RALLY OFFERING FOR E.L.C.E. 


The ELCE Church Extension Fund will benefit from 
the annual joint Reformation Sunday Service which 
took place in Vancouver, Canada. The offering was 
divided between the Church Extension Fund and the 
Canadian Lutheran Hour. 728 attended from all nine 
Missouri Synod congregations in the Vancouver area. 
Two choirs took part, anadult choir of 70, another 
of 150 children. 


On the other side of Canada, as reported earlier 
in the British Lutheran, Lutheran congregations in 
Ontario aiso tock special Reformation offerings 
for the work in England. 


E.L.C.E. ASKED TO TAKE OVER CORNISH WORK 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod (formerly Norwegian 
Synod) has asked the ELCE to assume responsibility 
for its work in Cornwall. The Synod of the Church, 
held in June 1959 in Minneapolis, U.S.A., formally 
requested this, aceording to a letter dated 23 
Noveriber, received from its President M. E. Tweit. 


Lutheran activity in Cornwall was begun by Joseph 
Pedlar, a Cornish Methodist lay preacher, who 


became a Lutheran while in America. In 1951 the 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod sent the first ordained 


minister, Pastor Joseph Peterson. He was followed 


by the Rev. Desmond Jose, a Cornishman, who served 


the field from 1955 to 1958. : 


PROMINENT AMERICAN CHURCHMEN VISIT LONDON 


Dr. Oliver Harms, elected First Vice-President of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod at the Synod's 
Convention at San Francisco in June 1959, and Prof. 
Lorman Petersen of Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Springfield, Illinois, will stop over in London 
for two days, 29-30 December, on the first stage 
of a round-the-world tour. While in Britain, they 
will meet ELCE pastors and visit ELCE stations in 
the London area, Their world tour will take them 
to affiliated churches andmissions of the Missouri 
Synod around the globe. They will attend the synod 
of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


$200,000 C.E.F. LOAN/GRANT APPROVED 


A loan/grant of $200,000 or £71,500 to the ELCE 
Church Extension Fund, approved by the Board of 
Directors of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 
was welcomed by the Executive Council at their 
meeting on 14 December. Intended to help finance 
the four projects at Ruislip, Harlow, Grindon and 
Cardiff, the loan will be reviewed in ten years' 
time. The additional £11,000 needed for the four 
buildings will be taken from funds raised in this 
country. 


In the same meeting, the Council approved the 1960 
budgets of three subsidized congregations: Christ 
Lutheran Church of Petts Wood, St. Pauls of Boreham 
Wood, and St. Andrews of Ruislip. Advice was re- 
ceived thata property, agreed upon by the Council 
at a previous_meeting as suitable for tutor's 
residence and library in Cambridge, had been sold 
by private treaty before a bid could be made. 


RESOLUTIONS FOR 1960 SYNOD IN SUNDERLAND 


Congregations, missions and other eligible bodies 
of the ELCE are asked to submit resolutions for 
debate at the 1960 Synod in Sunderland not later 
than 31 January, 1960 to the Secretary, Mr. E. F. 
Smith, 42, Museum Street, London, W.C.1. 
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Under the heading "Church Without Walls", the Daily 


column drawing of the proposed ELCE 
parsonage at Harlow in its 29 December issue. The 
newspaper described the Harlow building as "the 
first in the country without walls". 


high prism—shaped structure .,.. 


Telegraph (circulation: 1,176,438) printed a three- 


church and 


"The 50ft 


. will look like a 


long roof with a central ridge. It will be 96ft in 
length with accomodation for 400 people, and is to 
be built of wood, mostly British Columbia pine. 


3 Other newspapers, among them the 
_ have expressed interest 
planned for construction during 1960. 


sheet copper, 
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HEL 


IS If PROPER TO PRAY FOR THE RECOVERY 
OF A PERSON INCURABLY ILL? 


Is there a desease that is incurable 
for the Almighty? "With God nothing 
shall be impossible". Luke 1:37. 


Furthermore, Holy Writ records instan- 

ces of such prayers. The "incurable" 
leper asked for help (Mark 1:40), The hopelessly 
hemorrhaging woman received a prompt answer to her 
wordless prayer (Mark 5:28). These, and many others, © 
experienced cures where according to human opinion 
recovery was out of the question. 


Has the Almighty's arm lost its strength? Has His 
strength waned so that the impossible is no longer 
possible for Him? Not at all. He is the same yest- 
erday, today, forever. 


It is still very much in order to pray with all 
confidence: "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make 
me well". Every pastor can testify to marvellous 
discoveries after all hope has been abandoned. Only 
let us not presume to prescribe to God the time 
and manner of helping. Never omit the humble words: 
"Thy Will be done". 
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